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GEORGE CRAMER
George Cramer, an enrolled descendant of the Karuk Tribe 
of California, began his forty-year investigative career in 
law enforcement and then moved into private and corporate 
investigations. He kept his investigative skills honed by 
volunteering as a Missing Person investigator at a California 
Police Department. Mr. Cramer’s short stories and poems have 
been published in numerous anthologies. His novel, The Mona 
Lisa Sisters, was released in 2020, Robbers and Cops in 2022, 
and New Liberty in 2023. He writes a successful blog that features 
mystery writers.  https://gdcramer.com

CARA BLACK
Cara Black is the New York Times and USA Today bestselling 
author of 20 books in the Private Investigator Aimée Leduc 
series, and two World War II-set novels featuring American 
markswoman Kate Rees. Cara has received multiple 
nominations for the Anthony and Macavity Awards, 
a Washington Post Book World Book of the Year citation, 
the Médaille de la Ville de Paris—the Paris City Medal. 
Her website is www.carablack.com

JANET DAWSON

Janet Dawson’s life of crime began with her series featuring 
Oakland PI Jeri Howard, who has sleuthed her way through 14 
books, including the latest, The Things We Keep. 

Janet stepped back in time to the 1950s, aboard the historic train 
known as the California Zephyr, where Zephyrette Jill McLeod 
solves crimes and takes dinner reservations. Jill’s most recent case 
is Death Above the Line. In The Sacrificial Daughter, geriatric 
care manager Kay Dexter advocates for elderly clients. Janet has 
also written a standalone suspense novel, What You Wish For, a 
novella, But Not Forgotten, and twelve short stories.

www.janetdawson.com
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VINNIE HANSEN 
Vinnie Hansen earned a BA in the writing program at U.C. Irvine 
and an MA in English with an emphasis in Creative Writing from 
SFSU. A two-time Claymore Award finalist, she’s the author of 
the Carol Sabala mysteries, the novels Lostart Street and One 
Gun, as well as over fifty short works.

She claims to be sane(ish) after 27 years of teaching high school 
English in spite of evidence that she tickles the ivories with 
ukulele bands. Vinnie lives in Santa Cruz with her husband and 
the requisite cat. Vinnie Hansen.com
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KATHERINE BOLGER HYDE

Katherine Bolger Hyde has devoted her life to books as a 
reader, editor, and writer. She is the author of the Crime with 
the Classics traditional mystery series, including Arsenic with 
Austen, Bloodstains with Brontë, Cyanide with Christie, Death 
with Dostoevsky, and Fatality with Forster. After He’s Gone 
is her first standalone domestic thriller. Katherine lives in Ben 
Lomond, where she shares a home with her husband, youngest 
son, and two cats. When not reading, writing, or editing for her 
day job, she can generally be found knitting while watching 
British mystery series. kbhyde.com.

HEATHER HAVEN
Back in the Punic Wars, Heather wrote ad copy, comedy acts, 
and had several plays performed very Off-Broadway. Her 
novels include the Silicon Valley-based Alvarez Family Murder 
Mysteries, Manhattan-based Persephone Cole Vintage Mysteries, 
Love Can Be Murder Mysteries, Snow Lake Romantic Suspense, 
and standalone, Murder Under the Big Top, inspired by her 
mother’s stint as a performer with Ringling Brothers’ Circus.  
Just to break up the monotony, her short stories are featured in  
the anthology, Corliss and Other Award-Winning Stories.
She and her husband are allowed to live in the foothills of San 
Jose, California, with their cat, Ellie. heatherhavenstories.com

LESLIE KARST

Leslie Karst is the author of the Lefty Award-nominated Sally 
Solari mystery series and Justice is Served: A Tale of Scallops, 
the Law, and Cooking for RBG. After years waiting tables and 
singing in a new wave rock band, she decided she was ready 
for a “real” job and ended up at Stanford Law School. It was 
during her career as an attorney that Leslie rediscovered her 
youthful passion for food and cooking and once more returned to 
school—this time to earn a degree in culinary arts. Now retired 
from the law, Leslie spends her time cooking, cycling, gardening, 
observing cocktail hour promptly at five o’clock, and of course 
writing. She and her wife split their time between Santa Cruz, 
California and Hilo, Hawai‘i. LeslieKarstAuthor.com
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CLAUDIA LONG

Claudia Hagadus Long is the author of six novels, including the 
new mystery series featuring Zara and Lilly: Nine Tenths of the 
Law and Our Lying Kin. Her books   span centuries and topics, 
from hidden Jews of Mexico during the Inquisition, women in the 
mining industry in 1753, women in the labor movement in 1920s 
San Francisco, and the legacy of inherited trauma as a daughter 
of a Holocaust survivor. Her mysteries are “sisters-books with 
a mystery flowing through them,” twisty psychological novels 
fueled by family secrets and hidden scandals. They are also 
funny. Claudia is a lawyer by profession, a dedicated weaver and 
a passionate cook. A resident of Contra Costa county for 40 years, 
she recently moved to Calistoga. www.claudiahlong.com
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T.E. MACARTHUR
T. E. MacArthur, author, artist, historian, amateur cat whisperer, 
and parapsychologist wannabe lives in the San Francisco Bay 
Area. She wrote the standout Steampunk series,  The Volcano 
Lady, and the classic, one-shilling serial, The Gaslight Adventures 
of Tom Turner. 
A Place of Fog and Murder is her Noir-Punk mystery, bringing a 
fantasy sci-fi 1930s San Francisco to life with her tough-as-nails 
femme-fatale-detective, Lou Tanner P.I.

Her newest novel,  The Skin Thief, is set in the Four Corners 
region of Colorado, not too far from where she grew up.  
www.TEMacArthur.com

NANNETTE POTTER
An adventuress at heart, Nannette Potter lives vicariously 
through her fearless and impetuous characters, inventing lives 
balanced on a knife’s edge. Pierce the Darkness, her debut 
international thriller, inspired by her Christian faith, was 
a 2022 Claymore Award finalist. Beyond writing, she loves 
spending time with family and traveling the globe, where she 
dreams up future novels while sipping mango margaritas. An 
active member of Sisters in Crime, she lives with her soulmate 
and husband, Mark, in California’s Central Valley.
www.nannettepotter.com
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CINDY SAMPLE
Cindy Sample is a former corporate CEO who retired to follow 
her lifelong dream of becoming a mystery author. Her eight-book 
Laurel McKay Humorous Mystery series is primarily set in the 
California Gold Country, unless Cindy feels like traveling. Then 
the characters tag along with her on trips to Hawaii, the Caribbean 
and Las Vegas. Cindy is a five-time finalist for the LEFTY Award 
for Best Humorous Mystery, a two-time finalist for the SILVER 
FALCHION Award for best traditional mystery, and a two-time 
finalist for the Chanticleer MURDER & MAYHEM AWARD for 
best cozy mystery. Birthdays Are Murder, the first book in her 
new Spindrift Cove Mystery series set in Washington state was 
just released.    cindysamplebooks.com  

SUSAN SHEA

Susan C Shea writes three series, two set in the same area in rural 
France and the other, the Dani O’Rourke Mysteries, set in various 
US locations she loves. She served on the national board of Sis-
ters in Crime for five years and is a member of the NorCal chap-
ters of SinC and MWA. She blogs at 7CriminalMinds, is on Ins-
tagram as susanwrit and on Facebook at Susan C Shea, Author. 

www.susancshea.com
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